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The comicall Hfflorie of 

For. Euen fo vovd is your falfe hart of truth. 

By heauen I will ncrc come in your bed 
vncill / fee the ring ? 

T{er. Nor I m yours 
till I asaine fee mine i 
Bajf. Sweet Portia , 

if you did know to whom I gaue the ting, 
if you did know for whom /gaue the ring, 
and would conceaue for what / gaue the ring* 
and how vnwiliingly I left the ring, 
when naught would be acceptedbut the ring, 
you Would abate the ftrength ofyour difpleafurc ? 

For. Ifyou had knowne the vertue of the ring, 
or halfe her worthines that gaue the ring, 
or your owne honour fo confaine the ring, 
you would not then haue pafted with the ring: 
what man is there fo much vnrealbnable 
ifyou had plcafd to haue defended it 
with any termes ofzealc: wanted the modefly 
to vrge the thing held as a ccremonic : 

Nerrtffk teaches me what to beleeuc, 
ile die for’t, but fome woman had the ring ? 

Faff. No by my honour Madam, by my foule 
no woman had it, but a ciuil! Do# or, 
which did refufe three thoufand ducats ofme, 
and be^d the ring, the which I did dcnic him, 
and fufferd him t o goe difpleafd away, 
euenhc thathad held vp the very life 
of my deerc friend. What lhould 1 fay fwcet Lady 
I was inforcVl to feud it after him, 

I wasbefet with fhame and curtefie, - ' 

my honour would not let ingratitude 
fo much befmere it ; pardon me good Lady, 
for by thd^lefiTed candck ofthe night, 
had you been there, I think you would haue begd 
the ring of me to giue the worthy Doctor £ 

For. Let not that Do#or ere come ncerc my houfe 
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fjnee he hath got the icwell that I loued, 
and that which you did fweare to keepe for ine, 

I will become as liberal! as you, 

Ile not deny him any thing I haue, 

no. not my body, nor my husbands bed : N 

Know him I fhall, lam well fure of it. 

Lie not a night from home. Watch me like Argos, 
if you doe not, if I be left alone, 
now by mine honour which is yet mine owne, 
ilc haue that Doftor for mine bedfellow. 

TJerriffa. And I his Clark : therefore be well aduifd 
how you doeleaue me to mine owne protection. 

Gra. Well doe you fo : let not me take him then, 
for if I doe, ilc mar the young Clarks pen. 
jinth. I am th’vnhappy fubieft of theft quarrells. 

For. Sir,grceue not you, you arc welcome notwithftanding. 
Taf Portia, forgiue me this enforced wrong^ 
and in the hearing of theft many friends 
I fweare to thcc,euen by thine ovyne faire eyes 
wherein I fee my felfe. ■ 

Tor. Marke you but that? 
in both my eyes he doubly ftes himftlfc : 

Tn each cye one, fweare by your double ftlfo, 
and there’s an oath ofcrcditc. 


Bajf. Nay, but heare me. 

Pardon this fault, and by my foule I fweare 
1 neuer more will breake an oath with thee. 

, Anth. I once did lend my body for his wealth, 

'which but for him that had your husbands ring 
had quite miftaried. 1 dare be bound againe, 
my foule vpon the forfet, that your Lord 
will neuer more breake faith aduiftdly. 

Tor. Then you fhall be his furety : giue him this, 
and bid him keepe it better then the other. 

Antho. Here Lord Bajfam, fweare to keepe this ring. 

Taff. By heauen it is the fame I gaue the Do&or. 

For. 1 had it of him : pardon me Bajfam, 




